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wronging any con tf a ry morion. And by the Ardique Foley you 
may advance and retard this movemenr, if you fliould find any 
inequality, without altering at all the great Spring. 

So far the Defcriptt$n of this artificial Gkbe y of which we 
hope, we fl}all very fliortly know che price. 
ji Defcfipticn of the Diamond mines , as it WM frejented hy the 
Right Hommabli^ the Earl Mar{hahJ England, to the R, So- 
ciety. 
^"T^'He parrs of the World known to contain Diamonds , are 
Jl ihe {fland Borneo, and che Goneinent of /W/^ extra dh in- 
tra Gangemi J?<f^^« is likewife reported to have reveral; bur 
the King not potent, his Country being but thinly inhabited;, 
contents hiuifelf with his Mines of RMbies^SaphireSyT'OpalfeSy £- 
rMfralds, Gold, Silver, BraJ}^ Tinn and Lead^ and feveral other 
Commodities his Country affords, in ^reat plenty, rather ihaa 
to fuffer new enquiries to be made , left the difcovery of fuch. 
an additional Treafurc (hould invite fonie^ of his Neighbours, 
more potent, to invade him.Buc leaving the defcripdon of other 
pjaces to thofe that know rhein better, I Qiall osly keep my felf 
10 theCoaft of Coroma^del^mih which I am acquainted, and ha** 
vingvifited feveral of its Mines, am able to fay fumething thereof 
EKperimentally. 

The Diamond-Mines in thefe parts are generally adjacent to 
Rocky hills, or Mountaias , whereof begins a great^Ledge 0% 
Range near Cape Comorin, extending in breadth about 50 Englifb> 
miles, fomeconjoyning, others fcatrer^d : and running thence 
in length quite through ^^^^4/4, In,among. and near thefe Hills, 
infeveraLp!ac€s,areknowntobe (as its believed mod of theirs 
have) Mines ; many pf them are poffeflTed by petty Princes , or 
Rajaes^ of xhtHundnes ; fome driven thither fl)r ilielter by ihe 
JVl^r^x, w^ho haVe taken the greateft part of their Country fom 
them ; others never overcome,as the Rajaes,on the Hills in and 
neat Bengala^ who admit oP little or no Commerce with their. 
Neighbours or pafTage through their Country, which (being 
barren, in few places affording good waterithe ways craggy and 
very toylfom, efpecially to an Army) the Moors covet not ^ biiii 
let them ^njoy it peacably ; yet to prevent danger, they forbid 
digging (as the King of JP^|;i*does)ordig fome few Mine.^ only 
wry privately., fo that a great part of the Mines are un^earchc 
and concealed. . Eus the Kingdoms of Gohnd^md Vijiapore 
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contain in them fcope enough of ground, known to have Mines 
fufficient to furnilh all the World plentifully with Diamonds; 
but their Kings permit digging only io feme places appointed, 
left , as it is imagined , they fhould become too common j and 
withal for fear of tempting the threatninggreatnefs of ,/4ureng- 
ztbe\ forbidding alfo thofe places that afford the Jargeft Scones^ 
or elfe keeping workmen in them for their own private ufes : 
So that but a very fmall quantity (incomparifon of what might 
be) and thofe only of ordinary fize, are found. 

In theKingdomof G^/^i?;^^/f (as near as J can gather from the 
beft acquainted) are 23 Mines now empioyed,orthac have been 
fo lately , viz. ^uoiure^eodawillml^ ^jMaMar^ Huttffhiiiem^ 
RamUh, Gurem^ Muttamfellee^ Cmrme^ Gunjeeconeta.^ Lutu^ 
waar^ "^omgerree^ Fir at , Duguliee^ JPurmUee^ AfiHmapelUf^ 
GirrcgetA^ Maarmood^ Wazzergerres^ Mnn^ewmg^ hMgumboof^ 
Whootcor^ Mndd^murg^ and Melm/Zee or [he New Mine^ 

^uolure was the firfl Mine made ufeof in thi; Kingdom* The 
Earth is foniethiog y cllowifh, not unlike the colour of our Gra- 
vel dried j buc whiter in feme places where ic abounds with 
fmooth pebbles, much like feme of ihofe that come out of our 
Gftavel-pirs in England. They ufe to find great quantities in the 
Vein^if it may properly be fo called, the Diamonds not ly ing in 
continued Clufters as fome imagine, but frequently To very {cdii'^ 
teringjthat fometimes in the fpace of I of an A cre/of ground^ dig- 
ged between two or three fathoms deep, there hath been nothing 
found ; efpecialiy in the Mines that afford gr^at Stones^ lying 
near the fuperiicies of tjie garth, and about three fathoms decpj 
deeper they could not dig for water; itbeingin a Valeneara 
River. Inother places the Earth is mixc with rugged Stones, 
where they feidom mine deeper,though in higher ground;before 
the colour of the Earth alters, and the Vein ceafes ; which they 
givea guefs at by the fmall Stones they find in the Earth, the 
principal guide they have in the difcovery of the Mines. 

The Diamonds found in thefe Minesare generally wellihaped, 
many of them poi4ited, and of a good lively white water 5 buc 
it alfo produces fomejr^iifi^jv ones, fomeir^^rr;^, and of other co- 
lours. They are of ordinary fizes,from about 

^i«^^"f ^^^M^^^^ ^^ ^" ^ e>^f^/?gW/^ * (of which they find but 
%khi:\a(Q\^tl^^ ^ ' few) to five or fix Mangetws , each ; feme of 

10^ I J, 20 they find but rarely. They have 

frequent 1^^ 
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frequently a bright and tranrparent: skin, inclmingrdagreeniffi 
calour, though the heart of the S one be purely ^vhite; but the 
veins of theleMines are almoft worn out. 

The Mints of CodamllikHl, M^Ub/ir , and Buttepalkm cotififb 
of areddifh Earrhjiacliningtoan orange'ColoUr (with which 
it ftams the clothes of ihe Labourers that work in it) they dig 
about 4 fathomdeep. They afiford Stones generally of no ex- 
cellent water and cryflalline skin ; finaller (Izes than thofeof 
^uolure, Ramuh^ Gurem^ and MuttamptlUe ; have a yellowifh 
Eatth, like ^uolure\ their Stones like thofe of the two former 
Mines, but niixc with many of a blew water, Thefe five Mines 
being under th^fame Government with Mel^illee ^ where the 
Govcrnour rcfides; He (to draw the Adventurers and Merchants 
nearhini,thathemay be better informed of theaflions and ad- 
vantages, and know the better how to fleece them, the general 
pra^ice of Governours in thefe parrs ;) has very lately forbid 
ibeirufe; and commanded allto repair to his Refidence, which 
they muft obey, or file into another Governments* 

The next Mine in our way is Ci^rr/5^rf,themofl famous of them 
all and moft ancient. It has been under fubjeGion of the King of 
Golconda ; but about 25 years, taken, with the Country of liar- 
naticumyiiXQXw the HendHe-JiAJits^zhowt that tirae^by the N^boh^ 
M^er^Jumla. In it have been found Diamonds of dtfeiz^e weighty 
which 16 about 9 ounces Troy or 81^ F ago' svj tight. It is only 
employed by the King for his own private ufe : The Diamonds 
that are found in it, are very well fprcd, large ftones (it yields 
few or none fmall J they have generally a bright skin, which in* 
dines to a pale greenifli colour 3 but within are purely whiteo 
TheSoyl is reddifh as many of the others* 

About fixty or feventy years ago, when it was under the Go- 
vernment of the Hundues^ and fcveral perfons permitted toad- 
venture in digging,. a iP^rr/ig^^^ Gentleman went thither from 
GM^and having fpent in Mining a great fum of mony to the a- 
mounts of icoooo P/gp'i,as*tisreported,and converted every 
thing he brought with him, that wou!d€etch any mony, even to 
what wearing clothes he could fpare, while the Miners were a^ 
work for the lafl daysexpence, he had prepared a cup of P07* 
fon, refolving, if that night he fo^nd nothing, to drink his Jafi 
with the conclufion of his mony ; but in the Evening the Work- 
men brought him a. very fair fpread Stone of 2 o JP^^/i' weigh? 
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in comtnetnoration whereof he caufed a great Stone to be ereded 
in the place, with an Infcription engraven on it, in the Hmdues 
or T^^i/5g^ Tongue^ to the following effed, which remains to be 

feen to this day j 

Tour Wife and Children fell^fiU xch^tyou hm^e^ 

Sf^re not your Clothes^ nay^makeyourfelfa Slave ; 

But ffioney get , then to CURRURE make haji ; 

there fearch the Mines, aprize you'lfind at kfi. 
After which he immediately returned with bis Stone to Goa. 

Not far from Currure are the Mines of Lattarvaar and Gan- 
jeeconta, which are in the fame Soy 1 as Currure^znd afford Stones 
not unlike: But Lattamaar hath many reprefenring the greac 
end of a Razor-blade, thin on one fide and thicK on the other, 
very white and of an excellent water ; but the befl of ;he Mine is 
worn our, and Ganjeeconta employed only to the Rings private 
jijfe. 

Jonagerre^ Pirai^Dugulle^ Furvoilke and Mmtapellee, confift 
alfoof Red earth, are now employed, and afford many large 
Stones; part of them of agreenifh water ; but the moft abfolute 
Mines are ofWazzergerre and Munnewurg^ (the other rather re- 
prefencing Pits than Mines i) for there they fink through high 
Rocks till they go fo far below their bafis , that they can go no 
further for water, in fome places 40 or 50 fathom deep. The 
fuperficies of the Rocks confifl: of hard,firm, white fione, into 
which they cue a Pit like a Well, of about 4 or 5^ in fome places 
6 foot deep, before they come to a cruftof a Mineral Stone, 
like the Mineral of Iron; when they fill the Hole with Wood 
and keep as hot a fire as they can therefor 2 or 3 days, till they 
think it fufficiently heated ; then they pour-in water till they 
havequencht it, which alfo flakes and mollifies both Stone and 
Mineral,- both being cold , they dig again, rake ouc all the 
crumbled ftuff'and dig up what they can befides^ before they 
heat ic anew; the crufit feldom is thicker than 3 or 4 foot, which 
ceafing,they come to a vein of Earth,that ufually runs under the 
Rock 2 or 3 furlongs ; faoietimes much further : This they dig 
all outaudfearch, audit their firft attempt prove fuccersful, 
they go to work again (digging after the fame manner) as deep 
as they can, till they come to water; for the drawing whereof, 
wanting the help of Engins , know^n in Europe , they can go no 
deeper,although tJieVein lie lowerjall lumps of the Mineral they 

break 
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break in pieces^ and frequently find Diamonds enclofed in them. 
To work on thefe Mines is very expenfive, but the advantage is 
commonly anfwerable; yet in refpeftof the certain disbnrfC;, 
that murt be before any thing be found , they are not Co much 
frequented as others, where they may try their fortunes with a 
fmaller ftock. The Earth they dig out is red : Many large Stone 
are found here ; the fmalleft about 6 in a mAngelken, They are 
mixt waters^ but the greatell part good, only of ill-favoured 
fhapes,niany cragged pieces ot ftones, fome as if they had been 
parts of very great ones, others with pieces broken off them ; 
yet I never heard of any that found two feeming fellows, al- 
though they do thofe that look as if they had been newly broken. 

In Lanoumboot they dig as they do at Wazzergcrree and Mun- 
fjemurg ; the Rock is not alcogerher fo folid^ but the Earth and 
Stones it produces much alike. 

Wootoor flioujd have been placed next to CurrurCyM lying near 
it, and affording Stones of a like magnitude^ jfhapes and waters i 
'cis employed only to the Kings ufe : Andfiogular^in that its Dia* 
monds are found in black Earth. 

^!M^ddemurg hv tKcttdz all the reft for Diamonds of a de- 
licate fhipe,water,and bright tranfparent skin^proud^asit were^. 
in difcovering their inward beauties^with which no other Mine 
can compare; yet ithasalfo ftore of Veiny ones, but ihofe like- 
wife of H) curious fhape and water,that its difficult to difcover 
them from the goodjefpecially the fmall ones. It produces Stones 
of divers magnitudes, from i o and 1 2 in a mmgelleen^ to 6 or 7 
mdgelleens td.c\\y^ViA befides/ome great ones.TheEarth is red^bur 
it's feared in the Woods^and the water Co bad, that to all(except 
the people bred there)it prefently occafionsFeavers & deftroys 
abundance^infotr-uch that moft of the Adventurers have forfaken 
it; not v^'ithftand inn; whch ic hath been more profitable than 
any of the reH-^theVein frequently lying near the fuperficies of the 
Earthy feldom running deep, and is better furnifhc than any other 
yet difcover'd. The Kwqx: Kijhrfu, of excellent waters , is buc 
9 milesdiflant ; hut the Minersor Merchants are eitlierpoor 
that they cannot,or eife over awed by theGovernour , pretend 
to be and dare not be at the charges of fetching their water from 
thence. Divers are oC the opinion, that, befides the Wa^er, the 
Town lying in a bottom^ environVJ with Hills and Mrafs ad- 
joyning, the Air may be infeded, a/nd contribute to its unheaUb- 
fulaef.. 6 D Mei-^ 
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MdmUee or the ^ew Mim^fo called ^becaofc it was but lately 
found out (or at leaft permitted to be made ufe of) in the year 
1670 ; it had then a year traployed the Minervbuf: it was forbid- 
den and lay unoccupied till 1673, whf ncoiDpIaint being made 
ar ^mieur^^hgitihG Vein was worn out^ the Ilmg again licenfed 
its fetr cment The Earth they mine injs very red, and many of 
the Stones found there have of it flicking to ihem, as if it had 
clung there while they were of a fofr ghitmous fubftance and had 
not attained their hardnefs, maintaining irs colour on its skin 
ffeemirg co be roughned with it) that ic cannot be fctcht out by 
grinding on a rough Scone with SJnd, which rhey make ufe of to 
clean them- The Stones are generally we! l-flwped, their fize from 
5 or 6inaiif*i0^^f//^r^tothoreof r4or t $ each^andfi mebigger| 
bur giearefl quandticsof the middle forts: Moft of them havea 
thick dull skin, incline toayellowifli water , not altogether fo 
ftrong& lively asof theotherMinesjvery fewof th,em ofa cryflal- 
lin water & skin.They are reported to be apt to flaw in fplittingt 
which occa(if)ns thefepeople to efteem them f mething fjfcer than 
the prodod of many of theotherMinestTeveral that flatter by their 
feemipg u hieencfs when rough , difcover their deceitfulnefs ha- 
ving pafhhc Mill^ and too often a yellowifli tindure,to the dif- 
appointment and lof> of them that have cut themj but what they 
want ing^^odncfsj is in part fupplied by the plenty they find, 
which, fogerher wiih their properties, make ihem the cheaper. 
This being v» hat I have gathered , both by experience of fcvcral 
of the places I have feen,and the beft Informations I could mret 
wif h,of the Mines in this Rmgdom ; I Oiall now proceed to thofe 
inVifiapcre. 

ViJiMpre is known 'o contain Mines enclofing Stones as large 
and good as thofe ofGokondA ; but the King, for rcafons already 
^iven.makes ufe butof themeanefl: whereby ^as Gtf/r^i!ii^ is fa- 
Incus for thelarf^emfsofrhore it affords, Vifiapore is noted for 
il c fmalltfl 5 ^-^ hofe Mints, though they fcldom or never render 
an Adventurer a fortune or ePrare at once, as fometimes thofe of 
Gdcmdd do,by a great Stone or fe vera 1 found tf ether; vet they 
are more f:npu'oi)s and betrer emp-oved, the Anall htones lying 
thicker in ^heeanh, fo 'hat rhe g' neraliry a e f 3iner% atid few 
but rhev f'^t ?heTf xpenc''*; whereas ^hofeo^ Geic^^dadlgzwgy 
a conOderab'e EOate and find nothing, others not their charges, 
a!;d where one is a gainer,di?ers lofc, 

here 
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There are 15 Mines employed in the Kingdom of f//?4f/><?r^, 
viz EamHlconetd.Bamgunfjapellce^ JPendekuil, McodawaYt^m,^ (u- 
mervcdlcey PMtlkuU, Worknll, Lungecfolenr, FcotlooTy rumhcUngully 
ShingarrampcntJ^ondatfAar^Gtmdcpellee, Donee and Gazerpeike. 
In lUmulconeta Mines in red Earch,about r 5 or 16 foot deep, 
they fcldom find a Diamond of a mangdleen weight, but final! to 
20 or 30 in a m^ngelken. They are generally of an excellent 
cryfialline water, havea bright clear vkin, inclining frequently 
to a pale greenifli colour , are w^elJ fliaped, but few of them 
pointed ones»Thereare a!fo found amongft them feveral broken 
piecesof Diamonds, by the Country people called Shemhes. 

In Bantigu;jmpeiIee^Fef3idekuli,and Moodavparum^ they dig as at 
Ramulconeu^ and in ihe fiime kind of Earth; they alfo afford 
Stones much alike,being neighbouring places. 

Qfmm£rvp$!lee,PmlkaU,d.i\6 PVorku/l, arc not fardiftanr, pro- 
duce Stones much alike out of the fame coloured Earth, but 
very final 1 ones even to a 1 00 in a mangelleen. 

Lungepoleur Mines are of a yellowiih Earth ( like thofe of 
^tioletir^) its Diamonds are generally well fhaped,globular,few 
pointed, ofa verygoodcryfialline winter and brightskins ; ma- 
ny of them havea thick dark graf^green skin/omc fpotted alfo 
with black, that they feem all foul , yet are not Co, but within 
purely white and clean. Their fizes are from 2 or 3 mangclleens 
downwards.bot few very final L 

Poctloor Mines are of rcddifli Earth , but afford Stones much 
like thofe of hungepkur^ only fmaller,under a mangelleen ; the 
general fizes are of [, 3 , ^, ^of a ?nangelleen. 

Funchdif3guUyShwgarrampent^B.x\d TondarpMr, are alfo of red 
Earrh, their Diamonds not unlike thofe of ^uoleur^ only 
rai'ely or never any large ones are found there. 

Gundepellee hath the fame Earth with the former , and pro- 
duces Stones of equal magnitude 5 but frequently of a pure crj- 
ftalline water, wherein they exceed the former. 

Donee m^Gazerpeliee d\ghoi\\ In r^d Earth likewife, and 
afford Stones alike^rhcgreateft part whereof are of good fhapes 
and waters. They have alfo many Shemboes ^ and fomeof bad 
waterSj fomebrov^o, which thefe people call fo ft or vieak wa- 
tered, being efteemed of a footer and weaker body than orhers, 
by reafon they have not fo much life, when cut, and are fabjeO. 
to flaw in fplifting, and on the Mill ; their general produfl is in 

6 D 2 Stones 
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Stones of tuiddle fize<; : But Gazirpellee basbefides mmy large 
onts, and is the only Mine noud iordich in the Kingdom of Viji- 
Afore. With which concluding the dtfcription of the Mines, I 
Cball give fome account, hov/ the Diamoodsare fouad, and how 
ehey handle the the Earth to find them ; which ;$ as followeths 
The DUmonds are {o fcattered and difperfed in the Eartb^and 
lie fo thin, that in theoioft plentiful Mines its rare to find one in 
digging, or till they have prepared the fluff, and do fearchpur- 
pofely for them : They arc alfo frequently enclos'd in C!ods;and 
feme of thofe of Melmllee^ the New Mine in the Kingdom of 
Gckonda, have the Earth fo fixt about them, that till they grind 
them on a rough Stone with fand , they cannot move it fuffici- 
ently, to difcover f hey are rranfparent ; or^ were it not for their 
Oiapes^to know them from other Stones. At the firft opening of 
die Mine, the unskilful Labourers , fometimes to try what they 
have found, lay them on a great Stone, and flrikiog on them M^ith 
onother, to their coftly experience difcover they had broken a 
Diamond. One I knew who had an excellent Stone of 8 magel- 
kens, fervcd ^o by ignorant Miners he employed. 

Near the place where they dig , they raife a Wall with fuch 
Tugged Stones as they find at hand (whereof all the Mines afford 
plenty) of about 2 foot highland fix foot over, flooring it well 
with the fame 5 for the laying of which they have no other Mor- 
tar than theEarth teojpered withWater.To ftrengthen and make 
k tight they throw up a bank againft the fide of it: In one where- 
of they leave a fmall vent about two inches from the bottom, 
by which it empties itfelf into a little pit, made in the earth to 
receive fmall Stones , if by chance any flbould run through^The 
vent being flopped, they fill the Ciftern they have made with 
water, foaking therein as muchof the Earth they dig out of the 
Mines, as it can conveniently receive at a time, bieaking the 
clods, picking out the great ftones and ftirring it with Novels, 
till the v^ater is all muddy, the gravelly fluff failing to the bor.. 
torj ; then they open the vent , letting out the foul water and 
fupply ing it with clean^ till all the Earthy fubftance be wafted 
av/ay>and none but a gravelly remains at the bottom. Thus they 
continue waiting till about 10 of the Clock before Noon^when 
ihey take the gravelly fioff they have waflied 5 and fpread it on 
t p^ace made plain and fmooth (like a Bowling-alley ) for 
sbepurpofe, near the Ciftern^ which being foon dried by the 

heat 
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heat of the Sun at that time of the day, they very curioufly Jock 
it over, that the fiDalkft bit of a flonecan hardly efcape thera% 
They never exanutie the ftuff they have wafht but between the 
hours of ten and three, leaft any cloud by ioterpofing intercept 
the brisk beams of the Sun, which they hold very neccfTary to 
aCTift them in their fearch 5 the Diamonds, not forbearing to re* 
fled them when they touch thereip, rendring themfelves thereby 
the more confpicuous. 

Some of theeKperteft Labourers are employed in fearchiiigi 
he that fets them at work ufually fitting by^and overlooking^buc 
its hardly icffiblc , efpecially where many are employed, co 
watch them fo narrowly , but that they may fteal part of what 
they fmd, as many times fomeof them demand, felling it private- 
ly, convert toiheirown ufe* If they find a large Stone ^ ihey 
carry it not prefently to their Employer , but keep on looking, 
having an eye on bim till they obferve he takes notice of it/^hcn 
withaturnof their hand they givehimaglimpfeof it^ but de- 
liver it not till they have dene work, and then very privately, 
it being the genera! endeavour to conceal what they find, leaft it 
Ihould come to the knowledge of the Governour of the place^ 
and he require a fhare, which in the Kingdom of G^kmda is u- 
fually practiced, without rcTped to any agreement made with 

them* 

The MinerSjthofe that employ them, and t^e Merchants that 
buy the Stones of them, are generally Eth^kks-j nor a M»fsk* 
mm^ that ever I heard of, followed the employment, Thefe La- 
bourers and their Employers are ttUingis^ cc mmonly Natives of 
or near the place. The Merchants are the Mmims of Guzzatai^ 
who for fome Generations have forfaken their own Country to 
take up the Trade, in v^hich they have had fuch fuccefs, that 'tis 
Bowfolely engrofs'd by them j who correfponding with their 
Country-men in SurrMi^ G^a^G^ic^nda^ fifispore^ ^^r^and Dii- 
Jet, and other places in hdia^ fornifh them ail with Diamonds. 

The Governours of the Mines are alfo Idolaters : In the King 
of Cokmdss Dominions a teUmgd Bramma rents moft of them^ 
whofe agreement with the Adventurer is, that all the Stones ihey 
ind under a ^ F^gd^ weight, are to be their own i 
all of that wtight and above it to be his, ^^ ^^ "^ "^ f^^^i^ 
Kings ufe: But although this Agreement be iigned ^'^'' -'^^■^^^'■ 
and fcaled UfitO| he minds not at all the performance thereof, but 
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endeavours toengrofs all the profit to himfelf by tyrannical 
fqueeziog both Merchants & Miners^ who ji he nor only taxes ve- 
ry high, but maincaining Spies among them of their own people, 
on theieafHokling thai they have been any ways fori uoace he 
immediately makes a demand on rhem,and raTes rheir Tax^ elfCs 
on a fa! fc pretence they have found a great ^tone, drubs rhemtili 
they furrendtr whac they have? to redeem their bodies from tor- 
ment, Eendes, the Excife is fohigh on all forts of ProviOons^ 
Beeiie^^nd Tobmco^ which to them is as abfjiutely necefFiry as 
Meat, or at leaft in their efleem, that it is thereby raifed to dou- 
ble that price they bear without rhe Government ; and it is fur- 
niflic only by fome Lxens'd perfons ; if any other fljould en- 
deavour to bring in the leafl quantity by fteakh/ne is fioed (even 
for one leaf of TdMco) if it be a p'rfjnof any repute or worth 
anything, elfe fcvcrely drub'dfbr its by which courfe there 
is hardly a man wonh 500 /. to be found amongfl them, moD: of 
them dealing by Moneys taken up at fntereft of LIiurer% who 
refide rlxTe purpolely to furniOi them, who, with the Gover- 
nour eat up their gains : fo that one would wonder any of them 
fhould day , and not betake themfelves to places where they 
m'ghc have better ufage; as there are feveral mother Govern- 
ments, and feme few that have the ftnfe to remove; but 
many their Debrs^others hopes of a great hit detain'^. Bo'h Mer- 
chant and Miner go generally naked 5 only a poor Clour abo'ic 
iheirmiddlej and a Shafli on their heads ; they dare not wear a 
Coat , left the Governour fhould fay they have thriven much, 
are rich, and fo inlarge his Demands on them. The Wifef>,when 
they find a great Stone,conceaI it till they haveanopporriinity^ 
and then with Wife and Children run a!! away into the Vifi^pore 
Country, where they are fccure. 

The Government in the Vifidp§re Country is better y their A» 
greementobferv'd, Taxes eafer, and nofucb Impofitionson pro* 
vifions; the Merchants go handfjmly clad, amongfl: whom are 
feveral perfonsof confiderable Eftares, which they are permit- 
ted to enjoy peaceably^byreafon whereof their Mines are much 
more populous and berrer employed rhsnthofeof G^^/r^^i^. 

It is obfervable^that notwithftandingthe Agreement with the 
Adventurers ofthe Mines, that a!! Stonesabovea certain weight 
Ilia] I be for the Kings ufe ; yet in the Metropolis of eiiher ff ing- 
dom.ssthe Cities of C?i?/$'##i^ and Vifimremt. there isnofei- 

zure. 
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^ure, ill Stones are frees and ihe late decearcd King, 'Mdull 

CMiepfidw of the fotmtr^ mdEdelJhdwof the latctTj would not 
only give very greai prizes for large StoneSj bnt richly vcft and 
preftot theMerchatit that fold them with llorrcs or fomerhing 
elfeof value, thereby encouraging others ro bra.g the like* But 
the preltnr Kingof Vif$apore is a Child , and the li'mgofQolcen. 
i^^f delights fc^leiy p'ealedon l^ght Women-dancers, and Trick- 
fliewers, that he neither minds li/4^^Wi, normally things more 
neceOary, commitring the Cove rnoent of his Kingdom ro a Tel- 
Imgd Bramime^ which the Mufsiemm not well refeniing, does in 
fcmenvafure threaten the flability of his State. 

j^m /!cmunt of feme B^oh : 
L The Primitive Qrigimtion of Mmkind ^ conjidend and exa- 

mined according to the Light of Nature ; Ef the llonofirabte 

Sir Matthew MsikJiiJate Lprd Chief Jnjice of his Majifli^s 

Court of Kings Bench, London^ 1 677. mfoL 
^TT^ He Worthy and Learned Author of this Book (whofe 

I Death is exctecjing'y regretted by aJf good and iiircJi^- 
gent men 5 upon th:^ account of his Ongular integri y and grcai 
knowledge) ha?h therein principally conficertd ihefc parci* 
culirs : 

L Thar according to the Lipht of ]<lr.mt and right Reafco 
the Vv'orld was not Eternal, bur had a begioriing. Where^ having 
occafional'y treated of the Excellency of Hi.maii Nature, hn 
brF fly confiders the fevera! Hypothefes concerning the Eternity 
of theWorldj refuting thofe Objedions trade by fomeagainfl 
the Truths delivered by him. 

IL That, if there couid be any imaginable doubt of the 
Worlds having a Beginning, yet by the necefTary evidence of 
Natural Light it doth appear, that Mankind h<idi a beginnings 
and that the SuccefTive Geneiations of Men ^ere In their OrmU 
nal ex mngimti$. Where he delivers Eight Evidences to t v iocc 
the Beginning of Mankind , and thofe fo many Proofs of Fact ^. 
whereof the Firfi is taken from the Antiquity of liifiory : nd 
the Chronological Account of Times : The fecord, fr^m the ap- 
parent Evidences of the firft Foundation of thcgrcareft md 
ancientcftiCingdoms and Empires: The third, from the Inven- 
tionof Arts: Thej^^rrl^, from the beginnings of iht Rcli/^jons 
and Deities of the Heathens j where the Author ccDctals not th^- 
deEciency of this proof: Tfitfifih^ from the Decays of liym^n . 
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